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dominating the entire banking and currency sys-
tem of the country.

On Jackson's attitude toward the Bank before
he became President wre have little direct informa-
tion. But it is sufficiently clear that eventually
he came to share the hostile views of his Tennessee
friends and neighbors. In 1817 he refused to sign
a memorial "got up by the aristocracy of Nash-
ville" for the establishment of a branch in that
town. When, ten years later, such a branch was
installed, General Thomas Cadwalader of Phila-
delphia, agent of the Bank, visited the town
to supervise the arrangements and became very
friendly with the "lord of the Hermitage." But
correspondence of succeeding years, though filled
with insinuating cordiality, failed to bring out any
expression of goodwill toward the institution such
as the agent manifestly coveted.

Jackson seems to have carried to Washington in
1829 a deep distrust of the Bank, and he was dis-
posed to speak out boldly against it in his inaugural
address. But he was persuaded by his friends
that this would be ill-advised, and he therefore
made no mention of the subject. Yet he made no
effort to conceal his attitude, for he wrote to Biddle
a few months after the inauguration that he did